


SAE Aero Design West – Texas – Thunderbirds Field (4300 Winscott Plover Rd) 
2026 Event Schedule – Local Time (Central Daylight Time – GMT-5)
	Day 1 - Friday, April 17

	Time
	Description
	Location

	07:00 AM
	Event Site Open
	Thunderbird Field

	07:30 AM
	Volunteer Registration
	Thunderbird Field

	08:00 AM – 05:00 PM
	Team Registration
	Thunderbird Field

	08:00 AM – 08:30 AM
	Volunteer Briefing
	Thunderbird Field

	08:00 AM – 08:30 AM
	Tech Inspection Training
	Tech Tent

	08:30 AM – 06:00 PM
	Safety/Tech Inspections – All Classes
	Tech Tent

	08:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
	Practice Flying
	Flightline

	12:00 PM – 12:30 PM 
	Lunch – Flight Line Closed
	Thunderbird Field

	12:30 PM – 01:00 PM 
	All Hands – Team Safety Meeting
	Flightline

	01:00 PM – 03:00 PM
	Practice Flying
	Flightline

	03:00 PM – 04:00 PM
	Targets (Adv.), Video, Air Boss Discretion (Reg./Micro)
	Flightline

	04:00 PM – 05:00 PM
	Video, Targets (Adv.), Air Boss Discretion (Reg./Micro)
	Flightline

	05:00 PM – 05:30 PM
	Targets (Adv.), Video – No Reg./Micro flights
	Flightline

	05:30 PM – 06:00 PM
	Video, Targets (Adv.) – No Reg./Micro flights
	Flightline

	06:30 PM
	Event Site Closes – All teams off-site.
	Thunderbird Field



	Day 2- Saturday, April 18

	Time
	Description
	Location

	07:00 AM
	Event Site Open
	Thunderbird Field

	07:00 AM – 07:30 AM
	Target Placement (Adv. Class)
	Flightline

	07:30 AM – 08:00 AM
	Volunteer & Pilot Safety Briefing
	Thunderbird Field

	08:00 AM – 12:00 PM
	Flying Attempts – All Classes
	Flightline 

	08:00 AM – 05:00 PM
	Safety/Tech Inspections – All Classes
	Tech Tent

	12:00 PM – 12:30 PM
	Lunch – Flight Line Closed
	Thunderbird Field

	12:30 AM – 05:00 PM
	Flying Attempts – All Classes
	Flightline

	05:30 PM
	Event Site Closes – All teams off-site.
	Thunderbird Field



	Day 3- Sunday, April 19

	Time
	Description
	Location

	07:00 AM 
	Event Site Open
	Thunderbird Field

	07:00 AM – 07:30 AM
	Target Placement (Adv. Class)
	Flightline

	07:30 AM – 08:00 AM
	Volunteer & Pilot Safety Briefing
	Thunderbird Field

	08:00 AM – 11:00 AM
	Safety/Tech Inspections – All Classes
	Tech Tent

	08:00 AM – 12:00 PM
	Flight Attempts – All classes
	Flightline

	12:00 PM – 2:00 PM
	Lunch + Teams clean up areas and pack up their materials and aircraft. Scoring team compiles scores.
Awards ceremony will not commence until team areas are clean and cleared.
	Thunderbird Field

	02:00 PM
	Awards Ceremony
	Thunderbird Field






